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Mother’s letters unlock
the past for stunned Tim
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BY SIMON YAFFE

I
T was only when Tim
Locke was sorting
through his mother
Ruth’s belongings that he
discovered the full story

behind his maternal family’s
Jewish past.

“I knew from childhood that
there was a German connection
and had been told much about the
family, but there was much more

HIDDEN PAST: Tim Locke

KINDERTRANSPORT ESCAPE: Ruth and Raimund Neumeyer in the garden of
their home in Dachau

MARRIED: Ruth and Ronald Locke at
their cottage in Wales in 1982
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the whole lot

was deported to Lublin (probably
to Majdanek concentration
camp) and had not survived.  

Ruth had also told him that his
grandfather, Hans, perished in
Theresienstadt in 1944.

In 1951, Ruth married Ronald
Locke, whom she met at a teacher
training course.

Her brother, Raimund Neumey-
er, anglicised his name to Ray-
mond Newland and worked as an
interpreter for the British army
during the Denazification
process. 

He went to Dachau and
denounced the Burgermeister
who had ousted the Neumeyers,
though prosecution never took
place. 

Raymond married Ingrid Net-
zbandt and had two children,
Tobias and Oliver.

“There was no Jewish influence
in my upbringing,” said Tim, who
was raised in south London.

“There were Germanic books
and music around the house, but
maybe my mother was ambiva-
lent about it.

“I always found it difficult to
get into — it was something I
screened myself from because it
just seemed like too much to take
in. I have become closer to my
grandparents through my
research.”

English friends, whom Vera and
Hans met while at Hellerau, spon-
sored the children.

For many years, Tim explained,
Ruth found it difficult to talk
about her early life.

However, in 1988, a German
journalist named Hans
Holzhaider made contact as he
was writing a book about the
Jewish families, who had left
Dachau on the Kindertransport. 

“Talking this through with a
sensitive outsider seemed to exor-
cise some of this dark past and
she was more open about it after
then,” Tim continued.

“My mother and father were
invited by the town of Dachau for
the 50th anniversary of the
Kristallnacht in 1988. 

“She said she would only go if
they would agree to erect a
memorial in the town hall to the
Jewish families who lived there
and were thrown out in Novem-
ber, 1938. 

“At first the authorities
refused, but Hans Holzhaider
kicked up a fuss and persuaded
them to change their mind. 

“The memorial was installed
and my parents attended.”

Tim read in Ruth’s 1945 diary
the day when she discovered the
details of her mother’s fate — she

time in Görlitz last year and they
are beginning to attract interest
among musicologists,” Tim
added. 

“I have also found some remi-
niscences of musicians who knew
Hans in Theresienstadt and were
extremely impressed at his musi-
cianship.

“He survived two years in the
camp, partly, it seems, by giving
music lessons in exchange for
food.”

After marrying, Hans and Vera
moved to Dachau. Tim’s research
led him to discover more about
his great-great-grandfather Less-
er Ephraim, who set up a manu-
facturing empire in Görlitz.

His son — and Tim’s great-
grandfather — Martin went on to
endow the town with a syna-
gogue, museum and a railway sta-
tion. 

The town museum honours
Martin with his portrait and oth-
er items on display at the
entrance to the exhibition, and
some of the items he donated
have survived.

Martin and his wife, Hildegard,
and their four children lived in
considerable comfort in a villa,
but sold it in 1922 during the
hyperinflation, when money
received one day would be worth-
less the next.

On November 8, 1938, 24 hours
before Kristallnacht, the few
Jewish families in Dachau were
ordered to leave before sunrise —
or risk imprisonment.

Hans was in Berlin learning to
make flutes.

Told of his family’s expulsion
by telegram, he only obtained
permission to return to his house
by insisting that he had to
arrange his tax affairs. 

The Neumeyers initially found
refuge with one of Vera’s euryth-
mics pupils, who concealed them
in an attic in Munich.

Seven months later, Ruth and
Raimund travelled to England on
one of the Kindertransport
trains.

papers,” said Tim, who lives in
Lewes, East Sussex.

Born to a Lutheran mother,
Vera Ephraim, and a Jewish
father, Hans Neumeyer, Ruth and
brother Raimund were raised in
one of the few Jewish families in
Dachau, near Munich.

Vera, who came from the east-
ern German town of Görlitz, was
the daughter of Jewish industri-
alist Martin Ephraim and his
Protestant wife Hildegarde
Rauthe.

“My mother and her brother
were raised as Lutherans. They
hardly knew anything of their
Jewish background until the Nazi
race laws were implemented and
they were excluded from school,”
Tim explained.

Eurythmics (a method of learn-
ing and experiencing music
through movement) teacher Vera
had met Hans at Hellerau, a cen-
tre for eurythmics near Dresden. 

He was a blind teacher of musi-
cal theory and composition. Vir-
tually all his compositions were
lost, but fortunately two chamber
works survived — a string trio
and duo for violin and viola, both
written in Munich in 1940. 

“I heard them play for the first

to look, I found, for instance, the
transcript of a letter written by
my grandmother on the train
bound for a concentration camp
in Poland, and my mother’s ferry
ticket for the Kindertransport
crossing from the Hook of Hol-
land to Harwich on May 11, 1939.

“I also rediscovered a poignant
scrap of paper my mother had
shown me years before. 

“While in Theresienstadt, my
great-grandfather wrote a quota-
tion from Martin Luther on it, ‘If
the world would end tomorrow, I
would still plant my apple tree
today’. 

“At the camp he gave it to his
friend, Walter Hirschberg, who
later became a public prosecutor
at Auschwitz.

“Hirschberg wrote on the bot-
tom of the same bit of paper ‘Das
hilft in Auschwitz, 1945’ (This
helped in Auschwitz, 1945).

“We had heard so much about
her parents’ tragic deaths in Nazi
camps and her journey with her
brother to safety in England
through the Kindertransport.”

However, there were many loose
ends to tie up for Tim and his
brothers, Stephen and Nic.

And his investigative mind has
led him to set up a blog —
ephraimneumeyer.wordpress.com
— where he writes about his late
mother Ruth Neumeyer’s family.

“The full background about her
only started fitting together
when I was going through her

my way methodically through
the whole lot.” 

He added: “Much of the corre-
spondence was tied up in bundles
in a trunk along with wartime
diaries.

“It would have felt like prying
to have gone through it in my
mother’s lifetime. 

“When I finally had the chance

to link together,” the freelance
writer told the Jewish Telegraph.

“And every time I found more,
it revealed yet more unanswered
questions.

“When my mother died in 2012,
my brothers and I began clearing
out the family house.

“We knew there was a big col-
lection of photos, documents and
letters relating to Ruth’s family’s
life in Germany before the war,
but although we had been shown
much of it, I was aching to work


